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The purpose of the CTA Spotlight for the 2016-

2017 School year is to serve as a communication tool for 

community members in our district about what the staff 

members at Cole Camp R-1 are passionate about; 

creating a rich learning environment for our students 

and giving them all of the tools they need to 

succeed.  CTA hopes that by reading this article each 

week, you are able to pull from it information to greater 

assist the student in your life, as we all take part in their 

growth and development.  This week’s article is 

“Supporting Your Child in Mathematics” with 7
th

 and 8
th

 

Grade Math Teacher, Todd Smart.   

Many students struggle with mathematics, it is full of topics that can be hard for them 

to visualize.  Parental support is essential so that the concepts they need to understand can 

be reinforced.  It is also crucial for parents to show their student the importance of math in 

everyday life.   

    Mr. Smart emphasizes that he feels strongly that a student becomes successful through 

the support of a family member.  The more involved a parent or guardian becomes, the 

more significant it becomes to the child.  Since so many students struggle with this topic, a 

positive role model is essential!    

The most important thing to convey to children is not to give up.  Some mathematical 

concepts are very detailed and take time to comprehend.  Encouragement and patience go a 

long way!  Spending some time with your child, or just being in the same room as they work 

on problems can help with comfort and confidence!  Some of the things that Mr. Smart 

suggests is: 

 Always have notes from class, a textbook or other resources right next to 

a homework paper.  If your child gets stuck, she is likely to find a similar 

problem in one of these resources that can help him/her move forward.   

 

 Ensure the student takes responsibility for his or her own learning by 

finding assistance independently; the ability to access help on your own is 

essential for student success in all areas of academics.   

 

 Never give children the answers to problems!  By giving away answers, 

you’re depriving your child of the chance to develop the mental processes 

required to learn a new concept.  No parent enjoys seeing their child 

struggle, but providing answers could set them up for frustration when they 

have to tackle more difficult problems and might even stunt their progress 



 

 

as classmates move to more advanced 

lessons.  Furthermore, your child’s 

teacher will not be able to address the 

misconceptions or areas of weakness 

that should be targeted in school if 

homework assignments do not reflect 

the student’s level of understanding.   

 

 Encourage your child to underline or 

highlight key words or phrases in 

situational problems, as these often 

help students set up a solution.   

 

 Realize that your child may struggle 

with abstract concepts if his or her 

brain is not quite ready to reason at 

an abstract level.  Your child’s brain will mature in time, and success in math 

class is likely to accompany this development.   

 

 If your child is frustrated by mathematics, show them how to focus on 

concepts rather than procedural knowledge.  This might help some students 

approach and solve problems in a different way – one that makes more 

sense to them.  For instance, ask your child to explain one problem in their 

assignment each night.  If possible, choose one that incorporates both 

words and computation.  If your child is simply reciting step-by-step 

instructions, encourage him/her to elaborate by asking question focusing on 

the “why” of the problem.   

 

 After your child has completed and assignment, ask him/her to share 

what he/she believes was the most important idea.   

 

 

 

 

 


